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Priest abuse scandal is recalled 


Events in Rochester mirror 
those recounted in hit film 


STIVE QRR 

•SQKKI 
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S^'teroliertr Hits arfi- 
cie 

ahttut the endijig the 
/lim SpftietgJii 

Roman Catholics in the 
Rochester resioQ were 
^tuoiled. whan Iho RcV. Eil- 
gene Emo. a priest who 
had served in a dozen area 
chwrchfis wid Kanpiifll!! 
Over the etnirae of 3s 
years, was placed under 
0rFe,-it ra Fehnwry 1996. 

Father Ema. then 69 
years old, a bduved dg- 
une to some parlshionei^s 
but already a subject of 
sBOm 10 others was 
charged with sexual 
alJLiae. He was hauled out 
of a rectory on Oxfwd 
Street in the city In hand¬ 
cuffs. 

What followed was a 
chHin of EVEillJi liuit mir- 
rored, in more ways than 
one, the sbory told in the 
hit film Spodhght. That 
film, which lA a 

good deal of Best Picture 
Oscar buzz, t^icts a 
yeBT-loDfl investigation hy 
the Bojston (^abe ciBWEpo- 
per of sexual abuse by 
priests and attempts by 
church ofticiaU in that 
city to cover up tliat activ¬ 
ity. 

As the fdm relates, the 
newspaper had written 
before about abusive 
priests in Boston. Some of 
that coverage hod been 
quite extensive. Bui until 
the team began 

its work, reporters had 
never csMirteetcd the dots 
by e-xamining the scope of 
the praMem and the Bos¬ 
ton archdiDCfise’s han¬ 
dling of it. 

culinuiates 
with the January 2002 


puhlicatkm of the investi- 
gaiLve team's first story. 
wMch exposes the pres¬ 
ence of dozens of abusive 
pdests in The ofthdbeeise 
who had been reassLped, 
placed on leave or allowed 
tnretirB rather than being 
punished by Ihe church 
and the law for their 
misconduct, As the film 
ends. ScTuLILng text de- 
serllies. the reaction to the 
Gl(>be's Puliter Prize-win- 
nina repnrtaKe and Lists 
the many American cities 
in which priest-abuse 
scandals ensued- 

Roche.'iter.NEW York u 
on that list. A review of 
the Deniocpisr and Cfiren- 
fcle's clip tiles reveals 
thwt what happened here 
is exactly parallel to 
events in Boston. 

Before Father Emo's 
arrest, the Detnoerdf and 
Chrortlcfe and its now. 
closed sister paper, lite 
Tones-L/nmn, hu cov¬ 
ered the cases of at least 
four priests accused of 
sexual nbure. 

The Rtni (Icranl Guli 
of Holy Eftsary Church in 
FticKester and the Rev, 
Thomas Corbett of ^^t. 
ThEudure's Church in 
Gales were arrested by 
police on sex-abuse 
cbarifes in 1989 and l99l. 
respectlvelv. Neither was 
convicted. Both left their 
churches and Guiii left the 
prl^hciCKl. Cerbeti re¬ 
mained a priest attd 
worked in Uie diocesan of. 
fices until at least 2119^- 

Itt the suntnier of 1993^, 
a woman filed a sex-abuse 
civil suit assinst Brother 
John Hcathwoodr a papu¬ 
lar teacher at Bishop 
Reamey Hi,|th School in 
Irondequnit- A few 
months later, the Rev. 
Robert Winterkocn re 
signed his pastoral post at 



niE PHOIDGJUPn 


The Rev. Eupene EtnoL 
armledir Eebruary on 
i4;tu4l ChvrUOf- 


John the Evangelist 
Church iiiSpencerport af- 
terucliiiowleillRinge sexu¬ 
al reki kinship with an 
adult woman. 

Wlnterhom's privir 
legEs were removad. ac- 
oordkn^ to Bishop Mat¬ 
thew Clark, and he died in 
2005. The lawsuit naamst 
Heathu'ood wnsevEntual- 
ly dismissed, and he re^ 
Ural from teaching in 
15)9J, Heathwned was a 
member of the Ohrisiian 
Brothers, so he was ehi 
i^bjecl to oversighi hy 
the RochestEr DIocese. 

Then came Father 
Eknoi case in 19%. Within 
days of his arrest, the 
OeFrtocrat und ChmFtide 
was reporting that he’d 
been removed from St. Ja- 
nuarius Church in Naples, 
Ontario Ooujut, three 
years earlier because of 
parishioners' concerns 
about mlasing mauBy and 
hlj bohavior with boys — 
wrestling, grappling, 
handcuff inji. The newspar 
per round people who te- 
meirtbered similar Inap¬ 
propriate conduct when 
Frao was pERtorat St, Ce- 
oUiB'g Church in Irciode- 
quoit many years earlier 

11 came out that Emo 


m 
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STATE aFFLOHCA 

Ema is new living in Fkinda. 
The plHitograph blmm his 

oirendet. ngisUy. 


hod been moved from one 
assignment to another, 
and at times assigned to 
posts where he'd have no 
Ciontaci with young peo¬ 
ple, because of his behav¬ 
ior. 

"If a prle^ breakit- hks- 
vows with a woman, he's 
out of the priesthood. But 
if they play around with 
childil^ Or with Eniuttter 
man, they just get trans¬ 
ferred to another parwh," 

thE new.ip^ET quotEd a 
membar uf the Naples 
church's parish counedas 
saying. “This is a scandal 
in the church md In soci¬ 
ety today that's just Ise- 
yond my comprehension. 
Il’s Satan af work," 

The newfipaperi ako 
reported on the diocese's 
reaction to Emo's arrest, 
and the Bdibariat pages of 
both papers were mildly 
critical o-f Bishop Mat-. 
thew Clark for not doing 
enough to address preda¬ 
tory priests. But no major 
iinveatigatioTis were un- 
dertakEn. 

As knio's case was 
working llu‘ough the 
courts, another priest — 


the Rev. William. Lum, the 
former pastor at Our luidy 
of Mercy Church hi 
Greece ^ was arrested on 
sodomy chErges after a 
young malE pHrisliijaner 
reported he'd been forced 
, by Lum to engage in sexu- 
t al pouduct. lAim pleaded 
guilty in 1997 but re¬ 
mained a priest and 
wtirked in the diocesaji af¬ 
fine until at least 2d03- 
Emo, who had been ac¬ 
cused of sexually abusing 
an adult man who was de^ 
velopmentuliy tilsiil)led ku 
Cohocton, Steuben Coun¬ 
ty,. pleaded guQty and was 
sentenced In May 1997 to 
six months ht Steuben 
County JaU. At his sen- 
tEpcing, he ppnictgijiEd for 
the tErdhle dsmage I 
feel 1 hove done."' 

With that, the issue of 
priest sexual abuse 
Seemed to difiappoar from 
the pages of Rochester's 
new^apers. The only ex- 
eeptifm wg?! in 1999, when 
Emo violated his probor 
tion by bekt^ found alone 
with a teenage boy. He 
was SEntenced to one to 
three years hi state pris¬ 
on. Now fiOyears old, Emo 
lives near Orlando, IFluri- 
da, and is registered aa u 
sex offender. 

In thl-i — CQveFaiK of 
individual .s£K-abuse 
cases, mmct im cB a lot of 
coverage, but no exami¬ 
nation Df systemic prob- 
ieme — the fJeFnncrcai 
OirmiicSe was like the 
Boston Gfobc and other 
American newspaper.? in 
the years befure 3002. 

Interestingly, a 1996 
Democrat ond Chrorttcie 
story shout Emo- fBatured 
an Inlervlow with former 
priest turned psychother¬ 
apist named Richard Sipe. 
Then a prefcsiatr ai Johnj; 
HopkirLS UniveralLy tn 
Baltimore, Sipe is among 
the natwo’fl leading ex¬ 
perts on BEKuai atnisE by 
clergy. The slory notea 
that Sipela studies had 


found that & percent of all 
Rumsn CoiWio priests 
ei^oge In sexual activity 
wkh jninors at soane point 

It b not clear if that fig¬ 
ure resDiiHlEd with Rochr 
ejiter reporters. But in 
Spotlight, Sipe plays a key 
role. In a phone cunverea- 
tion recreated in the film, 
he relates his h-percent 
estimate to a Glnhe re- 
portEr Thig proves a cru¬ 
cial bit of evidence that 
propels the jouinalisLa 
forward. Doing the math, 
thcycOlCuIntEd ihnt Pipe's 
estimate would yield 90 
abusive priests in Boston. 
They hoo only found U at 
that point, but Sipe'i re- 
aeanch encoufaged them 
to dig for more case;?. 
They Eventually found 57- 

After tho G/ohe pui> 
lished their first story in 
January 2(MI2, it un- 
luaxhcd a flurry uf potitm- 
al attenliotL Reporters in 
Rochester and elsewhere 
began to retrace tbeSpnt- 
light team's steps, intcnv- 
ering cases of abusive 
priests, connecting the 
dots, and presauriog 
church tenders to l)e more 
transparent about how It 
handled fillegutJoTiP of 
sexual abuse by its 
priests. 

By May 3002, Bishop 
Dark acknowlEdgEd tn 
the Demoendi and Chranr 
icle that al least six 
priests had been removed 
amid, eilegarions of sexutil 
misconduct, and he later 
acknowled^ others. 

Ip June of 2012, the 
Diocese of Rochester 
ockriow-ledged that a num¬ 
ber of priests lios been 
"remove from minkslry" 
since 20ft2. As the Ifemo- 
ernf nnd Ghron tcie report¬ 
ed, that list contained 23 
ntimcji. 
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